Conference speakers, panels consider issues facing a journalism world in flux

Pete Prince Obituary
Peter Hayden Prince, a longtime
active member of the East Tennessee
chapter and a former Regional
Director of SPJ, died at his home on
April 10.
Prince, 70, was an avid hiker,
journalist, Rotarian, and historian of
former towns in the Smokies. He
edited the Morristown paper during
his newspaper career.
His research led him to meet and
interview many area residents for
historical books. He was proud of
his collection of old documents and
photographs.
Prince is survived by sons:
Michael Hayden Prince of Bean
Station, Daniel Melhorn Prince of
Knoxville; and Jonathan Moinette
Prince of Morristown, and four
grandchildren.
Other
survivors
include
sisters: Ann Bentley of Chattanooga,
Linda Waters of Suwanee, Ga; and
Billie Ruth Sudduth of Bakersville,
N.C. He is also survived by brother,
Mike Oliver of Montgomery, Ala.
Prince was buried near his birthplace in Sewanee.
In lieu of flowers, the family’s
wishes were to have donations made
to the Church Street United
Methodist C.hurch, Pipe Organ
Fund, 900 Henley Street, Knoxville,
TN 37902.The East Tennessee chapter will make a donation in his honor.

Although

SCENES FROM FOI PROGRAM
Attorney Rick Hollow explains the state Open Records and Sunshine
laws while WBIR news director Bill Shory looks on. Professor Dorothy
Bowles; Tom Chester of the News Sentinel; Ed Hooper chapter president.

Rehearsals start May 7; join cast or backstage crew

Rehearsals for the Front Page Follies
will get underway the week of May 7
and WE NEED YOU! If you have
attended the Follies in the past, you
know that stellar talent isn’t necessary,
but enthusiasm is.
Besides the cast, we need volunteers
to help with props and backstage activities, gather auction items, and to be
available the evening of the show to
staff the ticket desk, keep up with Bear
Stephenson’s fast-paced auction, and
lots more.
David Lauver and his skit-writing
team have been hard at work for severAWARDS DINNER (Continued
from Page 1)
noted speaker and board of director of
the Sigma Delta Chi Foundation, he has
given more than 100 presentations on
five continents.
Please make your reservations now
by sending $20 per person, payable to
ETSPJ to: East Tennessee Chapter –
SPJ, c/o Daniel J. Foley, 1600
Coronada Lane, Knoxville, TN 37922.

al weeks, and their job is again made
easier by the antics of public officials.
One skit, titled “Out of Commission,”
will feature a song by Anne McKinney
with lyrics to “Take Me Out to the
Ballgame” altered to include the line:
“... and it’s two, two, two terms you’re
out....”
To get a further preview, (and a cool
free t-shirt!) you’ll have to join the cast!
Please write etspj.communications@
gmail.com if you would like notice of
the rehearsal schedule. The Front Page
Follies is June 17 at the Knoxville
Convention Center.
We encourage prepaid reservations
but they may also be made by e-mail
and tickets picked up at the door. Send
the
information
to
<danfoley@utk.edu. Any cancellation not
received by mail or e-mail by 5 p.m.
May 8 will be billed $20 (since we will
be charged for dinners ordered at that
time).
We look forward to seeing you May
12! If you have questions, please contact Jean Ash at or (865) 691-2606.

ETSPJ Officers and Board of Directors

Ed Hooper, president
Jean Ash, secretary, Front Page Follies chair, communications coordinator
Adina Chumley, Golden Press Card co-chair
Lisa Hood Skinner, Golden Press Card co-chair
Dan Foley, treasurer
Dorothy Bowles, immediate past president, Spot
News editor
Christine Jessel, membership co-chair
Mia Rhodarmer, membership co-chair
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Letters to the Editor Policy: The board encourages letters to the editor of Spot News. Like letters
policies at most newspapers, we ask that letters be
limited to 200 words or less. Letters will be subject
to editing for space and content.

the theme was “A
Lifetime of Stories,” the underlying
message of the SPJ Region 12 conference in Memphis March 31-April 1
seemed to be “What Does the Future
Hold?”
What shape will journalism take in
the areas of convergence, more secretive government, the rise of citizen-created information on the Internet and
where might audiences find the heart
and soul of journalism?
More than 100 participants attended
the conference, the majority of them
collegiate journalists and sponsors, and
sprinkled throughout the “how we do
what we do” information were sobering
indications that the field is changing.

C

hris Peck, editor of the
Commercial Appeal in Memphis, says
he sees three main issues facing journalism today: the future business model of
journalism, the emerging citizen-journalist and the struggle for journalism’s
heart and soul.
The business model of journalism,
especially print journalsm, is being buffeted by the rise of Internet advertising
and the availability of free news and
information through the Internet.
The rise of the citizen-journalist
(spelled “BLOGGER”) represents a
“tremendous shift” in how information
is disseminated, with more people who
are not journalists providing information and personal analysis that vast
numbers of consumers apparently find
useful, at the expense of traditional
media’s ways of providing such information.

government officials are trying to pry
information from reporters and editors.
David Bailey, managing editor of the
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, is especially concerned about the use of subpoenas against reporters in court cases.

O

n other topics, journalists from
Louisiana, Mississippi, Arkansas and
Tennessee recounted how their lives
changed—professionally and personaly—during the Hurricane Katrina coverage, and how they continue to be
changed.
Student journalists the
University of Mississppi recounted their
efforts to cover the tragedy.
Individual nuts-and-bolts sessions on
merging media, investigative reporting
(with focus on the “Tennessee Waltz”
corruption probe), covering religion and
covering popular culture rounded out
the conference.

During a meeting of regional leaders,
Region 12 director Clint Brewer of
Nashville said he would propose at the
national SPJ meeting in Chicago in
August that the national organization
help finance the cost of speakers at
regional meetings, especially if SPJ
wants the regions to focus on specific
program topics. “The regions need
financial help. We’ve gotten along on
pure elbow grease” in the past, he said.

A

lso, the University of Tennessee’s
student newspaper, The Daily Beacon,
earned the regional Mark of Excellence
award for publishing the best collegiate
daily newspaper. Representing the
paper were seniors Adam Bryant of
Shelbyville and Lindsay Moore of
Millington, junior Ashley Yeager of
Harrisburg, Pa., and the adviser of the
SPJ student chapter at UT, Bonnie
Hufford.
UT student chapter members Adam
Bryant, Ashley Yeager and Lindsay
Moore show off the Mark of
Excellence award presented to The
Daily Beacon as the best student
newspaper in the region. They didn’t have time to tour Graceland, but
they did drive by the recently
declared “national historic landmark” and stop long enough for a
quick snapshot.

T

he fuzzier and more abstract
notions of where journalism’s heart and
soul might be should be sharpened by
those “who want to do this work as if it
the most important thing to do this day,”
Peck said.
Four panelists from Tennessee,
Mississippi and Arkansas decried the
increasing number of instances in which
goverment is trying to hide public information from the public, and in which
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Second career lands Randy Tedford on ETSPJ Board
William R. (Randy) Tedford is the
newest ETSPJ Board member, selected
after Dan Farkas resigned. Randy
recently embarked on a second career as
the nightside assignments editor for
WBIR-TV after spending more than 30
years in law enforcement in Blount
County and Oak Ridge.
Even before his retirement from the
Oak Ridge Police Department in
January 2003, Randy was writing a
weekly, general interest column titled
“The Night Watch” for The Oak Ridger
newspaper. His column dealt with law
enforcement and general topics from the
viewpoint of a cop.
He is a Life Member of the National
Society of Newspaper Columnists. Just
last month Randy began a weekly
Internet column, “On the Nightbeat,”
for the WBIR.com Web site.
In a recent post on the site, Randy
wrote that being in the WBIR newsroom on Thursday, March 23, was
“almost like being a cop again” when
the news broke that a multi-state hunt
was underway for the Winkler family of

Selmer, Tenn., after the father in the
family was found slain the previous day.
Then came calls about a suicide at the
nearby TVA Bull Run Steam Plant outside of Oak Ridge.
“In both cases, the death of either
man was enough to make the news day
one to remember and, more than likely,
one of many
we would all
eventually
like to forget,” Randy
wrote.
He serves
on the City
of
Oak
Ridge Beer
P e r m i t
Board and
also on the
Personnel
Tedford
Advisory
Board.
Randy and his wife Edna have two
adult sons.

Mark your calendar

April 19: Chapter Program,
a “Town Hall Meeting:
Candidates, the Public
and the Press.”
Early May: Expect to
receive a ballot for new
officers and board members.
May 12: Golden Press
Card awards dinner, 6
p.m., University Club.
June 17: Front Page
Follies, reception at 6
p.m., dinner at 7, followed by live auction and
show, Knoxville
Convention Center.

HOW YOU CAN HELP

• Volunteer to judge a category
of print or broadcast entries from
the Connecticut SPJ chapter.
• Seek contributions to auction
at Front Page Follies. Contact
etspj.communications@gmail.com
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Chapter will sponsor Town Hall Meeting about local elections

The next chapter program will take
the form of a town hall meeting on the
subject of media coverage of local elections.
An unprecedented number of new
candidates are on area ballots and more
are qualifying every day in wake of the
Tennessee Supreme Court decision
upholding term limits.
What does the public need to know
about these men and women? What
records are available to the public and
journalists to learn more about them?
How deeply should reporters dig and
what is appropriate to report?
All these questions plus the latest
information on term-limit developments

and write-in candidacies will be offered
by a top-notch panel of area political
program hosts and columnists including
Robin Wilhoit, WBIR-TV; Gene
Patterson, WATE-TV; Hallerin Hill,
WNOX-FM; Hubert Smith and Lloyd
Daugherty, WKVL Radio; and
Georgiana Vines, The Knoxville News
Sentinel.
Dean Rice, a government relations
specialist and UT lecturer in the School
of Communications Studies, will moderate the panel.
As always, the chapter meeting is
open to the public, and we hope that
journalists and non-journalists alike will
attend.

Candidates in local primary campaigns have been invited, so we may
hear from some of them concerning
their views about local media coverage
of the upcoming primaries.
The town hall meeting is at 7 p.m.
on April 19 at the East Tennessee
History Center Auditorium, 610 S. Gay
St. across from the Tennessee Theatre.
If you haven’t seen the remodeled
Center, here is your chance.
Free parking is available at night at
the Locust Street and State Street
garages.
For more information, email
<etspj.communications@gmail.com>
or call (865) 691-2606.

By Lisa Hood Skinner
ETSPJ Board Member
The 2006 Golden Press Card
Competition for Excellence in
Journalistic Achievements awards banquet will be on May 12 at the UT
University Club (former Faculty Club),
2704 Kingston Pike, at the corner of
Neyland Drive and Kingston Pike. The
event will start at 6 p.m. with a cash bar
reception, followed by dinner at 6:30
p.m., a keynote address by David
Carlson, national SPJ president, and the
awards presentation.
Mark your calendar and invite your
family and coworkers. This will be a
terrific opportunity to catch up with area
colleagues, meet new ones, and recog-

nize excellent work. As in previous
years, the winners’ identities will be
kept secret until the banquet and will be
released on our
website afterwards.
This
year contest
entries totaled
207.
The
Connec-ticut
Pro Chapter of
the Society of
Professional
Journalists
David Carlson
judged
the
entries.
The price for the dinner is $20 in
advance, and $25 at the door if space is

still available. The deadline for reservations by mail or email is May 8.
A long-time leader with the national
Society of Professional Journalists
organization, Carlson also is director of
the Interactive Media Lab at the
University of Florida College of
Journalism and Communications in
Gainesville.
He is considered a pioneer in the
development of interactive newspaper
products, and is internationally recognized as one of the foremost experts in
the field. He was founding editor of The
Electronic Trib at The Albuquerque
Tribune, believed to be the first multiline, personal-computer-based electronic newspaper product in the world. A
Continued on Page 2

It’s time to reserve your place at awards dinner on May 12

1802 Pinoak Court
Knoxville, Tennessee 37923
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