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SEE THE ETSPJ GUY, PAGE 2

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
April 24 - Newsroom leadership work-
shop, 4 to 7 p.m., Knox Room, News 
Sentinel Building, Knoxville
April 30 - ETSPJ board meeting, 9 a.m., 
Long’s Drug Store
May 9 - Golden Press Card banquet, 
5:30 p.m. reception, 6 p.m. dinner, The 
Foundry, Knoxville
June 4-6 - Ted Scripps Leadership Insti-
tute, Indianapolis
July 19 - Front Page Follies, honoring 
Jack McElroy and Richard L. Hollow, 
Knoxville Convention Center
Sept. 4-7 - SPJ National Convention & 
Journalism Conference, Atlanta

4 - Spot News

SEE WORKSHOP, PAGE 2

Editor to lead workshop
on newsroom leadership

HIPPS

T h e  E a s t 
Tennessee Society 
o f  P r o f e s s i o n a l 
Jou rna l i s t s  w i l l 
sponsor a workshop 
o n  n e w s r o o m 
l e a d e r s h i p  o n 
Thursday,  Apr i l 
24,  f rom 4 to 7 
p.m. in the Knox 
Room of the News 
Sentinel Building 
in Knoxville. The leader will be Amelia 
Morrison Hipps, managing editor of The 
Lebanon Democrat. She is responsible for 
the news and editorial direction of it as 
well as the Mt. Juliet News and Hartsville 
Vidette.

The workshop is free to SPJ members 
and students and will cost $5 for others. 

At about 5:30, the group will break 
for sandwiches, chips and beverages, 

provided by ETSPJ.
For directions to the News Sentinel 

Building, see www.knoxnews.com/about/ 
or www.etspj.org. Those planning to 
attend must RSVP no later than the 
end of the day on Monday, April 21, to 
Elenora E. Edwards, ETSPJ secretary, at 
eleedwards@aol.com or (865) 457-5459 
or (865) 385-4424. (Leave a message 

MUST RSVP!
To say you’ll be there, con-
tact Elenora E. Edwards at 
eleedwards@aol.com or (865) 
457-5459 or (865) 385-4424 
no later than the end of the day 
Monday, April 21.

Golden Press Card dinner,
awards scheduled May 9 

The Golden Press 
Card dinner and 
awards ceremony 
will bring together 
people from vari-
ous news media 
who have done ex-
ceptional work. It is 
an annual event of 
the East Tennessee 
Chapter of the Soci-
ety of Professional Journalists (ETSPJ), 
based in Knoxville. SEE GOLDEN PRESS CARD, PAGE 2

BREWER

MUST RSVP!
Make known your intentions to 
mia.rhodarmer@advocateand-
democrat.com, and send check 
to Dorothy Bowles at 1829 
Chicadee Drive, Knoxville, TN 
37919. Deadline is April 25.

The Friday, May 9, event at The Found-

Committee at work
The Nominating Committee of ETSPJ 

has begun putting together a slate of 
offi cers and board members for 2008-09. 
Committee members are John Huotari, 
Mia Rhodarmer and John Becker. The new 
ETSPJ year will begin Aug. 1.

FOSTERGIBSONMcNALLY

DARE KEIM

Panel talks about open government
ETSPJ held a workshop on open records 

and open meetings on March 6 in the 
Shiloh Room of the University Center. 
The opening speaker was state Sen. Randy 
McNally of Oak Ridge, chairman of the 
state open government study committee. 

Other speakers were Frank Gibson, 
director of the Tennessee Coalition for 
Open Government, Nashville; Don Dare, 
WATE-TV; David Keim, News Sentinel, 
Knoxville; and Jamie Foster, WATE-TV 
news director.

McNally and Gibson focused on the open 
records bill that had had been approved by 
committee that morning. 

Dare talked about his early experiences 

in being refused records and recommended 
how a reporter now might handle being 
refused open records. Be polite, and if a 
reporter knows what he or she is asking 
for is an open record, ask for it, such as by 
saying, “Yes, I can have that, because it is 
available.”

Keim gave examples of how the News Sen-
tinel had investigated questionable events. 
He suggested that reporters ask early for 
records they think might be sealed. He said 
one has a right to a record until someone 
tells him he doesn’t.

Foster handled questions asked by attend-
ees, who numbered about 60. ETSPJ Presi-
dent John Huotari arranged the program.

BY JOHN HUOTARI
Oak Ridge specializes in science and 

technology, so it seemed logical to help 
start a science writing teaching position at 
the University of Tennessee, said Tom Hill, 
former publisher of The Oak Ridger.

After they sold the newspaper in 1986, 
Hill and his wife, Joan O’Steen, and sis-
ter gave $250,000 to the UT College of 
Communications for a chair of excellence 
who would teach science and technical 
writing.

At the time, UT was working to bring 
in money for the position. 

“I just felt that it was a tremendously 
important topic,” former Communications 
Dean Kelly Leiter said, referring to the 
science-writing position.

Hill and Leiter cited UT’s scientifi c 
connection to Oak Ridge and the many 
scientists who work in Oak Ridge.

Hills’ science 
endowment 
called ‘very 
gratifying’

EDITOR’S NOTE: In 
the place of ETSPJ 
President John 
Huotari’s column, this 
month we are running 
an article he wrote for 
The Oak Ridger. 


