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Great year behind,
great year aheadETSPJers party holiday-hearty

The ETSPJ guy
BY JOHN HUOTARI

ETSPJ president

HUOTARI

SEE THE ETSPJ GUY, PAGE 2

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Jan. 14, 2008 - ETSPJ board meeting, 8:30 
a.m., Long’s Drug Store, Knoxville
Jan. TBA, 2008 - Lunch With the Legislators, 
Calhoun’s on Bearden Hill, Knoxville
Feb. 1, 2008 - Deadline for entering the 2008 
Golden Press Card awards contest
March 2008 - ETSPJ High School Essay 
Contest
March 28-30, 2008 - Regions 12 & 8 spring 
conference, New Orleans, La.
May 2008 - Golden Press Card Banquet
June 2008 - Ted Scripps Leadership Institute, 
Indianapolis
July 19, 2008 - Front Page Follies
Sept. 4-7, 2008 - SPJ National Convention & 
Journalism Conference, Atlanta

4 - Spot News

This year has gotten off 
to a great start for the East 
Tennessee SPJ chapter, 
and I think next year will 
be just as good.

The current ETSPJ 
board of directors began 
serving in August. Here 
are highlights of what 
we’ve done so far this year:

•Had great program attendance. I es-
timate about 40 people turned out for 
each of the three events we’ve had since 
August: the September Welcome Back 
picnic, the October SPJ/PRSA ethics 
panel and the November Video for the 
Web workshop.

•Learned a lot. Among other things, we 
got to chat online with former national SPJ 
president Christine Tatum and learned how 
to shoot Web videos with cameras costing 
as little as $120.

•Set up a new Web site. It’s available at 
www.etspj.org. I encourage you to check 
it out.

•Gained 10 members. They are either new 
members or people who have rejoined after 
letting their memberships lapse. We’re get-
ting close to the 75-member mark. If we 
reach it, we’ll be considered a large SPJ 
chapter, as opposed to a small one.

But the year’s not over yet. I encourage 
all of you to see our new Web site for 
more information.

We’ve got more in store for you next year. 
In January, I hope we can have another 

Check out our new Web site! WWW.et-
spj.org now is where you can keep up with 
all that’s happening with our chapter.

“Our former Web site host, DiscoverET.
org, was a great place to locate our site 
for many years, but I think WordPress.
com will be much easier to use and will 
allow members of the board besides 
myself to update it as needed,” said Jean 
Ash, chapter communications coordinator. 
“DiscoverET.org requires writing all the 
pages in HTML, but WordPress is more 
user-friendly and versatile,” she said.

Plans call for adding more photos and 

pages that include more chapter history 
and journalism issues as well as links to 
make the site more valuable for ETSPJ 
members plus others interested in what we 
do. Under consideration is adding audio 
and/or video of some of our professional 
development sessions or guest speakers. 
Down the road we may buy our own do-
main and host the site independently.

Anyone with content suggestions or who 
would like to help write pages for the site, 
please e-mail jeanash@comcast.net or 
etspj.communications@gmail.com. 

ETSPJ has new Web site

Feb. 1 is deadline for GPC competition
Before we know it, the deadline will roll 

around for entering the 2008 Golden Press 
Cards awards competition. In existence for 
more than 30 years, the annual contest pro-
motes the chapter and the profession as it 
showcases the work of print and broadcast 

journalists from East Tennessee. 
The deadline is Feb. 1, 2008. The win-

ners will be honored at an awards banquet 
in May. 

SEE GPC COMPETITION, PAGE 2

At the Dec. 11 holiday party, Georgiana Vines, left, and Dorothy Bowles read instructions for 
the CNN Game.

PHOTO BY JEAN ASH

Above left, Amanda Greever shows off her holiday gift, king-of-the-jungle slippers. Above, 
Michael Grider and Kristie Henderson during a Pictionary game. Left, Lisa Hood Skinner and 
Larry Aldridge pose with their—er, prizes. 

Entries are being accepted for the 58th 
annual Green Eyeshade Awards. The 
competition recognizes outstanding 
journalism in 11 southeastern states: 
Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee 
and West Virginia. More information is 
available at www.SPJ.org or by calling 
awards administrator Sarah Prickett 
at (501) 399-3638. Entries must be 
postmarked by Feb. 6, 2008. 

Green Eyeshade awards
competition now open
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ETSPJ publishes Spot News in paper 
and PDF versions. To subscribe, 
one should contact Jean Ash, 
communications coordinator, at 
jeanash@comcast.net. The PDF 
version is available at www.etspj.
org, the chapter Web site.
Letters to the Editor Policy: The board 
encourages letters to the editor of 
Spot News. Like letters policies at 
most newspapers, we ask that letters 
be limited to 200 words or less. They 
will be subject to editing for space 
and content. Send e-mail to ETSP.
communications@gmail.com.

Spot News
2007-08 editor

Elenora E. Edwards
eleedwards@aol.com

(865) 457-5459

The ETSPJ Guy
FROM PAGE ONE

If any member wants to contribute an item to 
the February issue of Spot News or wants to 
provide a tip on something we should cover, 
please contact me at eleedwards@aol.com or 
(865) 457-5459. The deadline is Feb. 1.

Editor’s note
The ETSPJ chapter welcomes the fol-

lowing folks who have recently joined 
or renewed: 

•Brian Gregory, WVLT-TV assistant 
news director

•Mark Harmon, associate professor, UT 
School of JEM

•Sara C. Shoemaker, regional reporter, 
Knoxville/Tri-Cities BusinessTn maga-
zine

John Becker, WBIR-TV anchor, is mem-
bership chairman. If interested in joining 
or rejoining ETSPJ, one can contact him 
at jbecker@wbir.com.

Welcome, members
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“Lunch With the Legislators.” This event 
offers a preview of issues and legislation 
likely to come up in the General Assem-
bly in Nashville. Our legislative lunch in 
January 2007 was one of our most well-
attended and enjoyable events.

On Feb. 6, 2008, the University of Ten-
nessee is bringing author and journalist 
Seymour Hersh to Knoxville. I have of-
fered to help promote his speech.

 March will be busy. We have agreed 
to participate in SPJ’s high school essay 
contest. Shopper-News Editor Larry Van 
Guilder has agreed to chair the contest, 
and several other chapter members have 
volunteered to help.

Besides that contest, we have proposed a 
freedom of information program in March. 
It will focus on Tennessee’s open meetings 
and open records laws. SPJ has awarded 
the East Tennessee chapter a $500 grant 
for the program. We are still working out 
the details, but potential panelists so far 
include Commercial Appeal reporter Marc 
Perrusquia, state Sen. Randy McNally 

and Frank Gibson, executive director of 
the Tennessee Coalition for Open Gov-
ernment.

Also in March, we have proposed an 
open meetings panel for the SPJ Region 
8/12 conference in New Orleans. If ac-
cepted, the program could focus on the 
News Sentinel’s lawsuit against the Knox 
County Commission. News Sentinel Editor 
Jack McElroy has said he is interested in 
participating, although details still have to 
be worked out.

Other programs in the works are a pos-
sible ethics program in April, the annual 
Golden Press Cards Awards ceremony in 
May and, in July, the Front Page Follies, 
our annual scholarship fund-raiser. We 
will provide additional details for those 
programs later.

John Huotari is the city hall reporter 
at The Oak Ridger. He can be reached 
at (865) 220-5533 or by e-mail at john.
huotari@oakridger.com.

Please see the award rules, categories, 
and entry form pages at www.etspj.
org and start collecting your entries for 
submission. If you have any questions, 
please e-mail the awards chairman, Mia 
Rhodarmer, mcanews2@xten.net  or etspj.
communications@gmail.com.

Last year’s entries set a new record at 
246 pieces of work entered by 141 jour-
nalists from 18 different media outlets or 
Web sites in East Tennessee. They were 
judged by the Cincinnati SPJ chapter, and 
results were announced at the Awards 
Banquet on May 4 at the University Club 
in Knoxville.

GPC competition
FROM PAGE ONE

SPJ taking entries 
for SDX Awards

The Society of Professional Journalists 
is accepting entries for the Sigma Delta 
Chi Awards, which honor excellence in 
professional journalism in 48 categories, 
covering print, radio, television, newslet-
ters, photography, online and research.

To be eligible, work must have been 
published or broadcast during the 2007 
calendar year. All entries must be in Eng-
lish and be postmarked by Feb. 6. Each 
submission must include a completed 
entry form and entry fee and be accom-
panied by a cover letter. Members of SPJ 
are eligible to enter the Sigma Delta Chi 
Awards competition for $60. The non-
member fee is $100.

For more information on the awards and 
to obtain an entry form, visit SPJ’s Awards 
page or contact Heather Porter at (317) 
927-8000 ext. 204 or hporter@spj.org.

National SPJ recommends chapters look 
ahead with regard to preparing leaders. It 
offers the Ted Scripps Leadership Institute, 
a program that offers student and profes-
sional chapter leaders a mix of sessions 
focused on interpersonal and organiza-
tional leadership skills, as well as sound 
chapter management practices. 

The all-expenses paid, weekend retreat 
will take place June 6 through 8 in India-
napolis. It’s designed to promote strong 
leadership. Applications are due March 
16. Those who will be serving as a chapter 
president during 2008-09 are encouraged 
to apply. Questions? E-mail Heather Porter 
at hporter@spj.org.

SPJ recommends
looking ahead

ETSPJ members will receive a post card 
setting out the specifics of the January pro-
gram, which will be held toward the end of 
the month. It will be a luncheon meeting at 
Calhoun’s on Bearden Hill, with senators 
and representatives from the area invited 
to talk about what they expect to deal with 
in the upcoming legislative session. Don’t 
forget that one also can check on the Web 
site, www.etspj.org. Reservations will be 
necessary.

Watch your mail

ETSPJ President John Huotari is quoted 
in a feature on the national SPJ Web site, 
www.spj.org. The following is what he 
says about being an SPJer:

“I don’t consider SPJ membership a 
choice; I consider it an obligation. SPJ 
stands up for journalists on freedom of 
information and First Amendment issues. 
Also, the Society’s Legal Defense Fund 
helps journalists dealing with access and 
shield law cases. The opportunities to 
attending training sessions where we can 
improve our craft are wonderful. The op-
portunities to meet and get to know other 
journalists are fun and interesting and make 
me believe there are potential opportunities 
available beyond my current job.”

Huotari comment
seen on spj.org

The Society of Professional Journalists 
holds an annual convention, and the next 
one will be Sept. 4 through 7, 2008 in 
Atlanta. Ideas for panels and programs 
are welcome at http://www.spj.org/c-call.
asp.

The national president is Tennessean 
Clint Brewer, executive editor, The City 
Paper, Nashville. One can reach him at 
624 Grassmere Park, Suite 28, Nashville, 
Tenn. 37211; (615) 301-9229; or cbrewer
@nashvillecitypaper.com. Read his blog 
at www.spj.org/blog/blogs/president/. 

The East Tennessee Chapter is in Region 
12, which will hold its annual regional 
conference March 28 through 30, 2008 
in New Orleans.

The Region 12 director is Sonny Al-
barado, projects editor, Arkansas Demo-
crat-Gazette. He can be reached at 121 
E. Capitol Ave., Little Rock, Ark. 72201; 
(501) 244-4321; or salbarado@spj.org. 
Albarado was with The Commercial Ap-
peal, Memphis, earlier.

National, regional
details provided

The SPJ’s Sunshine Network will iden-
tify key open government issues at the 
local and state levels and help journalists 
document political candidates’ views to-
ward freedom of information before the 
2008 elections.

Volunteers will identify key problems in 
their states’ freedom of information laws, 
develop three to five questions to be posed 
to state and local political candidates, and 
then encourage journalists and others to get 
candidates’ responses on the record. “It is 
crucial that citizens know candidate posi-
tions on open, transparent government,” 
said Clint Brewer, SPJ national president. 
“The American people deserve to know 
whether politicians asking for public trust 
in each state believe government should 
be accountable.” The effort is in conjunc-
tion with the national Sunshine Campaign, 
coordinated by the American Society of 
Newspaper Editors (ASNE). Already, the 
Sunshine Campaign has begun compiling 
a database to chronicle federal candidates’ 
positions on freedom of information. 

The ASNE Sunshine Campaign is col-
lecting quotes and video documenting U.S. 
congressional and presidential candidate 
positions on freedom of information. The 
responses will be posted online as the elec-
tion season heats up. Also, the Sunshine 
Campaign has posted online key questions 
that journalists can start asking candidates. 
The Society of Professional Journalists, 
in conjunction with the National Freedom 
of Information Coalition, will extend that 
effort to the state level, aided by each 
state’s SPJ sunshine chair, said SPJ FOI 
Committee Chairman David Cuillier.

“Journalists know their own states bet-
ter than anyone else, so it’s important 
the issues are generated at the grassroots 
level,” Cuillier said. “We hope this will 
help the public understand the most press-
ing issues in their state regarding access 
to public records and meetings, and how 
the candidates stand.

“Better we all know how candidates stand 
on freedom of information before they are 
elected, not after,” Cuillier said.

For years, SPJ’s Sunshine Network has 
monitored freedom of information at the 
state level. Problems and stories of inter-
est to journalists and open government 

Sunshine Network to identify 
problems, candidate positions

proponents are posted at the organization’s 
“FOI FYI” blog. Also, efforts by sunshine 
chairmen and other SPJ leaders to ferret 
out secrecy and educate journalists and 
the public have yielded results, including 
the following:

• Providing journalists a state-by-state 
breakdown of access to prisons

• Outing “Senator Secrecy,” who at-
tempted to secretly stop the Open Govern-
ment Act this year. This was possible with 
the help of Charles Davis, FOI Committee 
member, who wrote a column about the 
issue that was picked up by more than 
200 newspapers.

• Speaking out against efforts to make 
secret city e-mails, restrict filming and 
photography on federal lands, and restrict 
basic cow directory information.

For information about getting involved 
in the Sunshine Network, contact SPJ 
FOI Committee Chairman David Cuillier 
at (520) 626-9694 or at cuillier@email.
arizona.edu. See more information about 
SPJ’s work on FOI issues at SPJ.org.


