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Town Hall Forum, from Page 1
From Public Trust PAC: Ben Atchley, former state senator, and Tommy

Schumpert, former Knox County executive.
From a group expressing interest in reforming county government: John

Schmid, former county commissioner, and Tom Salter, former commission
candidate and executive director of Keep Knoxville Beautiful. 

John Becker, WBIR-TV anchor, will
moderate the discussion.

The meeting will be at the East
Tennessee History Center, on Gay Street,
across from the Tennessee Theater.

“SPJ encourages people to attend the
panel discussion and add their insights,” said Elenora E. Edwards, program
chairman. “We’ll be happy to have county commissioners, ethics committee
members, other Knox County officials, as well as citizens, in the audience,”

It’s that time of year again! All Front Page Follies script writers and
idea contributors will gather from 2 to 4 on Sunday, April 22 at Jean Ash’s
home, 1802 Pinoak Court in West Knoxville.

That’s off Middlebrook Pike and Robinson Road, and the nearest inter-
state exit is Gallahar View Road. If you need directions, try Mapquest or
call Jean at 865-691-2606 or send e-mail to
etspj.communications@gmail.com.

Attention Follies script writers! Work begins April 22

WELCOME!
These folks have recently affiliated

with the East Tennessee chapter or
renewed their SPJ membership. 

John Becker, WBIR-TV
Karen Wright Bridgeman, of

Bridgeman Communications
Ron Bridgeman, The Courier News
Kara Covington, The Women’s

Times
Stanley Dunlap, University of

Tennessee
Mary Leidig, Girl Scouts of Tanasi

Council Inc.
Larry Van Guilder, Shopping News
Stan Voit, The Mountain Press
Matt Lakin, News Sentinel
Bob Stepno, University of

Tennessee
Kristi Nelson Bumpus, News

Sentinel
Don Dare, WATE-TV
Chandra Harris, News Sentinel
We apologize if anyone was inad-

vertently left off this list. If your name
doesn’t appear above, and it should
have, please let us know.
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Golden Press Card results are in and
winners will be announced at the annu-
al awards dinner on May 4 at the UT
Visitors Center, formerly the University
Club.

Lucy Dalglish, executive director  of
the Reporters Committee for Freedom
of the Press, is the featured speaker.

Nearly 150 East Tennessee journal-
ists submitted 247 pieces of newspaper,
television, radio and Web site work pub-
lished in 2006.  Members of  the Greater
Cincinnati SPJ chapter judged entries.

Reservations for the dinner at $20
each must be made by April 30. A limit-
ed number of dinners not reserved in
advance will be available at $25 each on
the night of May 4. If you did not
receive reservation materials in a sepa-
rate mailing and wish to reserve a din-
ner, contact chapter treasurer Dan Foley
at dan-foley@utk.edu.

Before heading the RCFP in January
2000, Dalglish was a media lawyer at

the Minneapolis law firm of Dorsey &
Whitney LLP. From 1980-93, she was a
reporter and editor at the St. Paul
Pioneer Press. 

Among her honors are  the Wells
Memorial Key, the highest honor
bestowed by the Society of Professional
Journalists, and induction into the
National Freedom of Information Act
Hall of Fame. 

Dalglish earned a juris doctor degree
from Vanderbilt University Law School
in 1995; a master of studies in law
degree from Yale Law School in 1988;
and a bachelor of arts in journalism
from the University of North Dakota in
1980.

Co-chairs for GPC this year are Mia
Rhodarmer, editor of the Monroe
County Advocate & Democrat, and
Dorothy Bowles, UT professor. 

The Visitors Center is at the corner of
Kingston Pike and Neyland Drive. 

Lucy Dalglish

April 30 reservation
deadline for awards

dinner on May 4

Knox County
government and

ethics: an
oxymoron?

The East Tennessee SPJ will offer all citizens a chance to stop fussing about the
Knox County Commission and to come up with some constructive suggestions for
improving the situation. 

The chapter will sponsor a town hall meeting at 7 p.m. on May 1 to hear from
the recently appointed county ethics commission about how it plans to conduct its
business and from other community activists.

In addition, time will be allotted for citizen input on how to move from the dys-
function of the last few months to an orderly, people-centered process of govern-
ment.

Invited for a panel discussion are the following:
From the Ethics Commission: the chairman, the Rev. Ron Stewart, pastor of

Grace Baptist Church, and Mike Hammond, county commissioner and vice presi-
dent of Citadel Radio. See Town Hall Forum on Page 4

Make your voice heard
at the Town Hall
Forum May 1 at 7 p.m.
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Reporting a science story for television or radio is like writing music, said Robert
Krulwich, an award winning broadcast journalist who lectured last month in
Knoxville.

“The smartest thing you can do … is think like a composer,” Krulwich told a stand-
ing-room-only crowd in the University of Tennessee’s Shiloh Room.

“When I do a story, I’m very aware of how it’s going to sound.”    
Krulwich was in Knoxville for the 15th Alfred and Julia Hill Lecture on Science,

Society and the Mass Media. With a gift to the UT School of Journalism, the lecture
series was established by Tom Hill, former publisher of The Oak Ridger, and Mary
Frances Hill Holton in honor of their parents, who founded the newspaper in 1949.
The local SPJ chapter provides money for refreshments at the annual event. 

Krulwich told the audience that broadcast journalists have to think about their voice
when reporting a story. Should it be loud or soft? Happy or sad?

Reporters also have to consider the story beats, sounds, pauses, pacing — and audi-
ence, said Krulwich, a correspondent for ABC News and National Public Radio. 

Krulwich’s vocal approach can change, depending on the type of story. In examples
of stories he played during his lecture, his vocal style went from vaudeville-inspired
to improvisational to elegiac.

He talked about the difficulty of getting science stories on the air and of the chal-
lenge of doing stories for people who do not like science.

“I need to seduce them,” he said, referring to frequently distracted viewers and lis-
teners. “I need to get them hooked.”

Krulwich, who has won two Emmy awards, brought along about a half-dozen sam-
ples of unusual and entertaining stories he has helped put together. They ranged from
stories on whether someone can really dig their way straight through the Earth to
China (they can’t in the United States) to a story comparing the athletic talents of
Olympic competitors to small animals like the American cockroach.

Science reporting
like composing
music, says
Robert Krulwich at
annual Hill Lecture

Leon Alligood (left and below center) was a hit at the
SPJ-sponsored writing workshop at the end of March.
Approximately 30 professional journalists and a sprin-
kling of students attended the two-hour presentation,
which included numerous examples of outstanding
descriptive writing. Alligood is an award-winning feature
reporter for The Tennessean in Nashville and an adjunct
professor at Middle Tennessee State University.

SPJ workshop at
Pellissippi State
draws area
journalists

ETSPJ Officers and Board of Directors

2 --  SPOT NEWS

Ed Hooper, president
Jean Ash, vice president for Front Page Follies,

communications coordinator, secretary
Mia Rhodarmer, vice president for Golden Press

Card awards (co-chair)
Dan Foley, treasurer
Dorothy Bowles, immediate past president, Spot

News editor, Golden Press Card awards co-chair
Elenora Edwards, program chair
John Huotari, membership chair
Adina Chumley

Christine Jessel
Ann Lloyd
Lisa Hood Skinner
Randy Tedford
Georgiana Vines
Letters to the Editor Policy: The board encourages
letters to the editor of Spot News. Like letters policies
at most newspapers, we ask that letters be limited to
200 words or less. Letters will be subject to editing for
space and content. Send e-mail to
etspj.communications@gmail.com

Upcoming SPJ
events

April 22: Front Page
Follies script meeting, 2
p.m., 1802 Pinoak Court

April 30: Deadline for
making reservations for
awards dinner

May 1: SPJ program:
Town Hall meeting, 7
p.m. at East Tennessee
History Center

May 4: Golden Press Card
awards dinner, 6 p.m. at
former University Club

July 21: Front Page
Follies, 6 p.m. Knoxville
Convention Center

Oct. 4-7: National
Convention,
Washington, D.C.

By John Huotari
ETSPJ Membership Chairman

Members of the Society of Professional
Journalists are still working on where to
have next year’s Region 12 conference.
That region includes Tennessee,
Arkansas, Mississippi and Louisiana.

John Huotari represented the East
Tennessee SPJ chapter at the regional in
Fayetteville, Ark., March 30-31.

During a brief business meeting, SPJ
members discussed having the 2008 con-
ference in Louisiana or Mississippi.

Also during that meeting, members dis-
cussed entry fees and the lack of entries in
some categories in SPJ’s student journal-
ism contest, known as the  Mark of
Excellence Awards. Those awards are
given out at the SPJ regional conferences.

The (University of Tennessee) Daily
Beacon was recognized in this year’s
Region 12 awards ceremony, placing
third in the competition for best all-
around daily student newspaper.

Regarding next year’s get-together,
Region 12 Director Sonny Albarado said
the director of Region 8, which includes
Texas and Oklahoma, has suggested hold-
ing a joint regional conference in New
Orleans. Regions 12 and 3 met jointly one
year for a conference in Florida.

But a Louisiana member objected to
that proposal. He said organizing a
regional conference is a lot of work, and
he believes Region 8 ought to host the
conference — if it is done jointly.

SPJ President-Elect Clint Brewer, who
attended this year’s Region 12 confer-
ence, said Mississippi is due to host one.

The state no longer has a professional SPJ
chapter, but a University of Mississippi
faculty member might be willing to help
organize a regional conference.  

The business meeting ended, though,
without a vote on the potential 2008 con-
ference sites. Alborado later said a host
city would be selected in the next month.

Huotari told Albarado the ETSPJ
board has discussed the possibility of
hosting next year’s conference, although
we were not necessarily requesting it. The
ET chapter officially hosted the Region 3
conference in 2005 before the chapter
was moved to its new region.

Also at the business meeting, Kent
Flanagan, who oversaw the Mark of
Excellence judging, said 136 student
entries were submitted in 39 categories.

Ten categories, including breaking and
general news photography, had no entries,
while nine other categories had only one
entry, said Flanagan, journalist in resi-
dence at Middle Tennessee State
University.

Several people said the entry fees
might inhibit students from entering the
contest. There is a $9 fee for SPJ mem-
bers and an $18 fee for non-members.
Brewer said the fees can be perceived as
expensive in parts of the country and have
been a “sore spot” for some regional
directors.

Still, perhaps casting doubt on whether
the cost affects entries, Brewer said the
number of Region 12 student entries
seemed to remain relatively stable at
about 130 even when the SPJ member fee
was raised from $5 to $9.

UT Daily Beacon
wins MOE award;

regional delegates
undecided on 2008

meeting location


