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See Contest on Page 2

It’s time for all East Tennessee
journalists to see how their best
work during calendar year 2006
stacks up against their peers.

Feb. 1 at 5 p.m. is the deadline for
entering the Golden Press Card con-
test. Entries should be mailed or
delivered to Room 333 of the
Communications Building in Circle
Park at UT, accompanied by a $15
fee for each entry submitted by an
SPJ member and $20 per entry for
nonmembers. This year, in addition
to checks, credit cards will be
accepted  at the ETSPJ Web site .

The Greater Cincinnati SPJ chap-
ter will exchange entries with our
chapter for judging, and the awards
dinner will  at 6 p.m. on May 4 at the
the former University Club at the
corner of Kingston Pike and
Neyland Drive.

Among the categories for judging
are reporting, feature writing, sports
writing, columns, criticism special

projects, investigative reporting,
graphics, photography and design
for large and small dailies and non-
daily newspapers and for radio, tele-
vision, Web sites and organizational
communications. 

Consult the ETSPJ Web site for a
complete
list of cat-
e g o r i e s ,
e n t r y
forms and
c o n t e s t
details.

L u c y
Dalglish,
executive
director of
t h e
Reporters

Committee for Freedom of the
Press, will speak at the dinner.

Prior to assuming the position of
Executive Director in January 2000,
Dalglish was a media lawyer for

almost five years in the trial depart-
ment of the Minneapolis law firm of
Dorsey & Whitney LLP. From 1980-
93, Dalglish was a reporter and edi-
tor at the St. Paul Pioneer Press. 

She was awarded the Wells
Memorial Key, the highest honor
bestowed by the Society of
Professional Journalists, in 1995 for
her work as Chairman of SPJ's
national Freedom of Information
Committee from 1992-95 and for
her service as a national board mem-
ber from 1988-91. She also was
named to the inaugural class of the
National Freedom of Information
Act Hall of Fame in 1996. 

Dalglish earned a juris doctor
degree from Vanderbilt University
Law School in 1995; a master of
studies in law degree from Yale Law
School in 1988; and a bachelor of
arts in journalism from the
University of North Dakota in 1980

.

Feb. 1 is deadline for annual Golden Press Card contest entries 

Lucy Dalglish

The second annual East Tennessee Society
of Professional Journalists “Lunch with the
Legislators” will be at noon on Saturday,
Jan. 27, at Calhoun’s on Bearden Hill. 

Among items on the agenda of the 105th
Tennessee General Assembly are major
issues such as raising the minimum wage,
raising taxes on gasoline, anti-smoking

measures and a number of educational bills
and ethics reforms in state government. 

Representatives and senators from across
East Tennessee will be on hand to discuss
the upcoming bills and answer questions. 

ETSPJ President Ed Hooper will moder-
ate this year’s discussion. The meeting is
open to members and nonmembers alike.

At high noon
Talk to your
representatives
on Jan. 27;
learn what
they’re up to
this session
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Ed Hooper, president
Jean Ash, vice president for Front Page Follies,

communications coordinator, secretary
Mia Rhodarmer, vice president for Golden Press

Card awards (co-chair)
Dan Foley, treasurer
Dorothy Bowles, immediate past president, Spot

News editor, Golden Press Card awards co-chair
Elenora Edwards, program chair
John Huotari, membership chair
Adina Chumley

Christine Jessel
Ann Lloyd
Lisa Hood Skinner
Randy Tedford
Georgiana Vines
Letters to the Editor Policy: The board encourages
letters to the editor of Spot News. Like letters policies
at most newspapers, we ask that letters be limited to
200 words or less. Letters will be subject to editing for
space and content. Send e-mail to
etspj.communications@gmail.com

‘Clearing the Blog Fog’
panelists enthusiastic
about bloggers’
community-
building potential

Contest. . .from Page 1

Co-chairs for the contest this year
are Mia Rhodarmer and Dorothy
Bowles.

Last year, Ericka Mellon’s feature,
“Nursing on the Edge,” won the top
award and a check for $100 from
ETSPJ.  The News Sentinel story

was about registered nurses in Knox
County schools, and how in all but
nine of 76 schools a nurse visits just
one day a week to care for anything
from a sore throat to a broken bone. 

Don Dare and Jason Hensley of
WATE-TV won the Horace V. Wells,
Jr. Community Service Award with
“Health Scare,” an investigation

exposing how sales agents for one of
the nation’s largest health care
providers, Humana Inc., broke
Medicare and Medicaid standards in
their presentations to potential cus-
tomers.  As a result, the company
ordered a halt to sales in Tennessee
while it implemented new guidelines
for its sales force. 

Betty Bean Glen Reynolds Johnny Dobbins Bob Stepno

Jack McElroy

Randy Neal

A portion of the audience and panel moderator Dorothy
Bowles, standing at right.

For a complete transcript of
the program, see Randy
Neal’s blog at
http://www.knoxviews.com/n
ode/3092



SPOT NEWS -- 3

Holiday party snapshots
aanndd aa ggoooodd ttiimmee wwaass hhaadd bbyy aall ll aatt MMaapplleehhuurrsstt IInnnn

Jim and Diane Crook, Sally Guthrie and Lisa Hood Skinner

photos by Jean Ash

John and Dawn HuotariSonny Harben, our Maplehurst host

Sara and Mark
Shoemaker
(front) and
Jack and
Sherrill Creed
(back)

Birthday girl Christine Jessel
received a surprise birthday cake as
part of the festivities.
Photo at right: Cynthia Hassil, Kara
Covington and Amanda Greever

Dan Foley, John Fox, Georgiana Vines, Dorothy Bowles, Ann Hinch
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Mark your calendar
Jan. 27: Meet the law makers,

noon at Calhoun’s in Bearden.
Feb. 22: Diversity program,

WBIR-TV studios.
March 11-17: National

Sunshine Week.
March 30-31: Region 12

Conference in Fayetteville, Ark.
May 4: Golden Press Card

awards dinner, 6 p.m.
Oct. 4-7: National SPJ

Convention, Washington, D.C.

The board of directors for the
ETSPJ chapter is working several
programs for this spring and needs
input from members to help make
these programs a success. If you
want to volunteer as a program par-
ticipant or can suggest names of
people whom you would like to hear
from at a program, contact program
chair Elenora Edwards at 
eleedwards@aol.com.

Take a look at the following pro-
gram ideas and please help bring
them to fruition.

At 6:30 on Feb. 22 at the WBIR
TV studios, we plan a diversity pro-
gram with emphasis on covering the
Muslim community in East
Tennessee, as well as other minority
residents. Thus far, we’ve contacted
a representative from Bridge
Refugee and Sponsorship Services

of Knoxville, the refugee resettle-
ment agency for East Tennessee. 

Other programs for March and
April are a writing workshop to
include practical tips for writing
across all media platforms and a
program concerning open govern-
ment.

Elenora is awaiting your sugges-
tions, so gather your  ideas about
these programs and contact her.

Members: Contact Elenora Edwards with your suggestions for spring programs

Sunshine Week, an open govern-
ment initiative, will be observed
March 11-17 this year. 

Organizers are making special
efforts to expand to the Hispanic
community by working with
Spanish language media.

The program encourages newspa-
pers, broadcasters, online content
producers, schools, libraries, civic
groups and others to engage in dis-
cussions about the importance of
protecting public access to govern-
ment information and meetings.

Resources are available at 
www.sunshineweek.org. 

Sunshine Week reaches out to Hispanic community

Take a look at new Web site
Zoe Rascoe, a master’s student in

the UT College of Communication
and Information,  redesigned and
updated the chapter Web site
<www.discoverET.org/etspj> as a
class project. Sally Guthrie, former
ETSPJ commmmunications director,
designed  and maintained the origi-
nal  site.

        


