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Robert Krulwich, whom TV Guide called “the most
inventive reporter in television,” will speak at the
University of Tennessee on Monday, April 26 at 8 p.m. 

The Emmy-award-winning science correspondent for ABC
Television and National Public Radio has titled his presentation
“What a Reporter Learns from Dylan, Coltrane, and
Chumbawamba – Journalism as Music.” He plans to illustrate
his talk with clips from television and radio.

The event will be in the Shiloh Room of the University
Center and is free and open to the public.

One of Krulwich’s two national Emmy Awards honored a
special show on Internet privacy; the other recognized a pro-
gram on the cultural history of the Barbie doll. He won the
American Association for the Advancement of Science
Excellence in Television Award in 2001 for a Nova special on
the human genome.

Science reporter Robert Krulwich will speak on at UT March 26

See SCIENCE TALK on Page 2 

See WORKSHOP on Page 2

SPJ writing workshop with Leon Alligood is open to all comers
By Elenora Edwards, program chair

Leon Alligood, staff writer with The Tennessean,
Nashville, will lead a workshop on descriptive
writing the afternoon of Thursday, March 29,

sponsored by the East Tennessee Chapter of the Society
of Professional Journalists.

The workshop title is “The Tall Thin Man vs. the Gent
With a Round, Luminous Countenance: Using descrip-
tive language—why, when and how much.”

“Descriptive language can paint a word portrait for a
reader,” Alligood points out. “It can set apart your sub-
ject in the reader’s mind and give him or her an image to
hold onto as you tell a story.

“But beware—descriptive language can be dangerous
if the writer is just showboating. Descriptive language
should enhance the storytelling, not detract from it.”

The workshop will be conducted in two segments,

with a break in between, from 1:30 to 3:45 p.m. on the
campus of Pellissippi State Technical Community
College, 10915 Hardin Valley Road, within sight of the
Pellissippi Parkway just north of Kingston Pike.

At this workshop, Alligood, an award-winning writer,
will explore the tricks of crafting descriptive language
and using it in stories for the reader’s benefit.

Alligood has been with The Tennessean for nine years
and before that was on the staff of the Nashville Banner
for 11 and a half years. Earlier he was a staff writer at the
Clinton Courier-News for four and a half years.

As a reporter for The Tennessean, Alligood was
embedded with the 101st Airborne Division in both
Afghanistan and Iraq. For the past seven years he has
taught feature writing at Middle Tennessee State
University. He is finishing a master
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Mark your calendar
March 17: Happy Hour at

Barley's, 6:30, 
March 26: Robert Krulwich, Hill

Lecture at UT, 8 p.m.
March 29: Writing workshop

with Leon Alligood of Tenn-
essean, Pellissippi, 1:30 p.m.

March 30-31: Region 12
Conference in Fayetteville, Ark.

April 1: Board meeting,
Mandarin House West at 5 p.m.

April 26: Town Hall meeting,
County Commission and open
meetings law, East Tennessee
History Center, 7 p.m..

May 4: Golden Press Card
awards dinner, 6 p.m.

July 21: Front Page Follies,
Knoxville Convention Center

He won the duPont Award from Columbia
University for his investigative series Frontline on PBS.
New York magazine describes him as “the man who sim-
plifies without being simple.”

Krulwich’s speech is this year’s Alfred and Julia Hill
Lecture. The Hill Lecture series brings distinguished sci-
ence journalists to campus to share their thoughts on sci-
ence, society, and the mass media.

The lectures are made possible by an endowment
created by Tom Hill and Mary Frances Hill Holton in
honor of their parents Alfred and Julia Hill, founders of
The Oak Ridger. The Hill family’s endowment of the
lecture series was a gift to the University of Tennessee’s
School of Journalism and Electronic Media in the
College of Communication and Information.

Krulwich holds a bachelor’s degree from Oberlin
College in United States history and a law degree from
Columbia University. He lives in New York City with
his wife and two children.

The University Center is at the corner of
Cumberland Drive and Phillip Fulmer Way. Parking is
available in a garage on Phillip Fulmer Way next to the
University Center and in free lots south of the parking
garage. 

The East Tennessee chapter of SPJ contributes to
the event for refreshments following the lecture.

For more information, contact Dr. Mark Littmann,
School of Journalism & Electronic Media, 974-8156,
littmann@utk.edu.

of fine arts degree at Goucher
College.

He has won numerous awards
from SPJ, Tennessee Press
Association and the Best of Gannett
and was a runner-up for the Dart
Award.

Alligood lives in Lebanon with
his wife of 31 years, Bertie. They
have two adult sons, a “perfect
granddaughter” and a dog, U.G. Lee
(“she’s ugly, get it?”).

The workshop will cost $5 for
non-SPJ members and will be free to
members. One should call or e-mail
Elenora E. Edwards, SPJ program
chairman, to preregister or to ask
questions. Contact her at (865) 457-
5459 or eleedwards@aol.com.

Workshop . . . from Page 1

Science Talk . . . continued from Page 1

Leon Alligood, Tennessean reporter and
adjunct professor at MTSU will teach an
SPJ-sponsored writing workshop March
29.
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By James Fields

An Internet search shows thou-
sands of “American victims of
Middle East and Islamic terror-

ists” in dozens of attacks from February
1970 to Sept-
ember 2001. That
and other inci-
dents, such as the
1979 seizure of
the U.S. Embassy
in Tehran and
subsequent 444
days captivity for
52 diplomats,

have hardened American attitudes
toward Muslim individuals and nations.

But there is another side to that
story — the existence of Islamic gov-
ernments friendly to the U.S. and the
fact that millions of Muslims are U.S.
citizens. Discussing the role of mass
media in sharing this other side was led
by UT faculty experts in an ETSPJ pro-
gram March 1 at the Knoxville News
Sentinel.

Dr. Rosalind Gwynne came to UT
in 1981 to teach Arabic; now her cours-
es include Islam and
its holy book — the
Qu’ran. She said
that after 9-11 there
came a question,
“Why are Muslims
not rejecting” the
perpetrators of vio-
lence?  Answer:
Muslims don’t criti-
cize other Muslims
publicly. But they
have varied opin-
ions, which the
media need to cover
more.

D r . P a l m i r a
Brummett teaches
Middle Eastern history and the rhetoric
of cross-cultural encounters.  Concern-
ing events of 1979 in Iran, she said that
“Media were deferential to government
and official sources” and the press
“tends to focus on spokespersons.”

Asked “Why are
many Iraqis fighting
U.S. forces,”
Brummett said “Not
all, not even many.
The fighters are those
who, under Saddam,
had power. They’d
like to regain it and
know that some day
the U.S. will leave.”

Both professors
made media content
suggestions for
Islamic and Mideast
news, notably not per-
petuating stereotypi-
cal notions:

• The public needs to know that not
all Mideast people are religious; some
are sectarian.

• More coverage is needed about var-
ied opinions among Muslims.

• Sunnis vs. Shiites are similar to
Serbs vs. Croats.

• Mideast violence is “20th century,
not from time immemorial.”

• Mideast education is not truly char-
acterized by boys
in the Madrasas
nodding as they
recite Koranic
verses.

More analysis
is needed; for
example the
“British model of
1920 is not wor-
thy of emula-
tion,” a reference
to some World
War I victor
nations planning
the partition of
Iraq into separate
provinces —

more recently suggested for separating
Kurds, Shiites, and Sunnis.

Asked to name media that present
such topics well, the speakers named
three:  Broadcast - BBC, Magazine -  
The New Yorker, Newspaper - Christian
Science Monitor.
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Dr. James Fields

Drs. Palmira Brummett and Rosalind Gwynne

Dr. Samir El-Ghazaly and Sarah El-Ghazaly

Program promotes better news coverge of Middle Easterners at home and abroad

Suggested reading 
Karen Armstrong, Islam: A Short
History, The Modern Library
(New York, 2000)  222 pages.

Albert Hourani, A History of the
Arab Peoples, Harvard
University Press (Cambridge,
1991) 551 pages

Martin Gilbert, Israel: A History,
William Morrow and Company
(New York, 1998) 750 pages.

Closer to home, Gwynne talked
about Knoxville Muslims who “have
been here since at least the mid-1970s.”
At first they had no mosque because
they declined a mortgage — based on
Islamic teaching that opposes requiring
and paying of interest. As they
increased their fund for an all-cash con-
struction, prices also increased. But
eventually the mosque was built.

What’s the current Muslim popula-
tion here?  The answer, “Maybe two to
three thousand,” was provided by a
guest — Dr. Samir El-Ghazaly, original-
ly from Egypt, now professor and head
of the UT Department of Electrical and
Computer Engineering. (He was joined
in the audience by his daughter, Sarah
El-Ghazaly, a UT student who writes for
the Daily Beacon.)
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Jess Baily, director of the State Department’s
Washington Foreign Press Center, will speak at 3 p.m.
on March 20 in the Shiloh Room at the University
Center on the UT campus. The title of his talk is “Real
World Public Diplomacy: Connecting Across the
Static.”

Baily will speak about current challenges in U.S.
public diplomacy from the perspective of a practitioner.
The term “static” is used to conjure up interference or
impediment, including the very electronic media used
to conduct our public diplomacy efforts. How do you cut
through the limitations of the technology to communi-
cate real understanding?

Baily has been director of the State Department’s
Washington Foreign Press Center since August 2005. He
and the FPC staff of 14 help the 2,000 resident foreign
correspondents and visiting journalists cover the United
States by providing access to authoritative sources and
deepening their understanding of U.S. politics, society,
business and culture.  

A career member of the Senior Foreign Service with
the rank of Counselor, Mr. Baily joined the Foreign
Service in 1985 and has served in press and cultural
affairs positions in Bangladesh, Senegal, Thailand and

Turkey.   Prior to his current assignment, he was
Counselor for Public Affairs at the U.S. Embassy in The
Hague, Netherlands.

A native of Cincinnati, Mr. Baily has BA summa
cum laude from Yale University and MA in European
History from Columbia University.   He speaks French,
Turkish and Thai.  He is married to Capie Polk and they
have one son, Noah.

The program is sponsored by the School of
Journalism & Electronic Media, the College of
Communication and Information with assistance from
the Howard H. Baker Jr. Center for Public Policy.

Foreign Press director to discuss ‘real world diplomacy’ at UT on March 20

Meet and greet on St. Pat’s Day

Journalists! ETSPJ
is buying the snacks
and welcomes jour-
nalists --print,
broadcast, Web --
to join in the fun at
Barley’s at 6 p.m. 


