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Bloggers will discuss their work and roles at Nov. 21 program
By Dorothy Bowles, Spot News editor

“Clearing the Blog Fog” is the title of the next SPJ chapter program, which will be at 7 p.m. on Nov. 21 at the News
Sentinel building.
In a short time span blogging vaulted from being considered just another Internet play thing for folks with time to
spare to a serious component in today’s media mix. A thriving blogging community exists in Knox County and throughout the state, and an aggregator called Rocky Top Brigade
provides handy access to individual blogs.
The East Tennessee chapter decided to invite local independent bloggers and those from traditional media to help
members explore this phenomenon sometimes referred to as
“citizen journalism.”
Invitations were extended to Jack McElroy and Michael
Silence, who author blogs at the News Sentinel; Glenn

Reynolds, UT law professor and author of the nationally
acclaimed Instapundit; Bob Stepno, UT School of Journalism
& Electronic Media instructor who, unlike most others, blogs
under his own name; Randy Neal, KnoxViews and former
SouthKnoxBubba; Betty Bean, Bbeanster’s Blog and Halls
Shopper News; Katie Allison Granju, Pop Culturephile at
WBIR-TV; and Johnny Dobbins, JustJohnny blog. At Spot
News press time McElroy, Reynolds, Stepno, Bean and
Dobbins had indicated they would attend. Dorothy Bowles
will moderate the panel.
Estimating the size of the blogosphere at any one time is
virtually impossible, but tracking services estimate at least 70
million blogs exist worldwide, 12 million of those in the
United States. Of course, from that number, many blogs
might be inactive or abandoned.
CONTINUED on Page 2

Annual ET chapter holiday celebration set for Dec. 6 in a new downtown location
Plan to join the fun and bring your
family and friends to the chapter’s
annual holiday gathering for food, drink

Maplehurst Inn entry

and the usual crazy gift exchange.
Something different this year will be
the location at the Maplehurst Inn at 800
West Hill Street. The bed and breakfast
proprietors have generously welcomed
us to the old mansion in historic
Maplehurst Park, overlooking the
Tennessee River downtown.
We’ll supply our own pot-luck feast,
starting at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 6,
so begin planning those covered dish
specials. Please send RSVPs to the
chapter e-mail address at etspj.communications@gmail.com, along with a
note about the kind of food you’ll bring.
To join the crazy gift exchange –
always great entertainment for this party
– bring a wrapped gift costing no more
than $10. The cost is small; the competition to claim treasures is large, and the
laughs are priceless.

A piano will be
available, so the
m u s i c a l l y
inclined among
us may feel the
urge to provide
entertainment.
The Inn is just off
Henley Street before the bridge that
leads to South Knoxville. These directions are provided by the owners for
folks coming from I-40: Take Exit 388
(Smoky Mountains, Hwy 441. Exit onto
Henley Street and follow the Henley
Street signs through the tunnel. Go four
blocks and make a right on West Hill
Avenue. Maplehurst Inn is the first
house on the left. Should you get lost,
call (865) 523 - 7773.
See map on Page 4.

BLOGGERS . . .continued from Page 1
An anonymous person who described himself as a traditionalists who loves newspapers, but recently started exploring the blogosphere, wrote this in a comment to Jeff Jarvis’
Buzz Machine blog:
“Everything is there. The naval gazers. The Flight 800 conspiracy theorists. Crap. Lies. Hate. Crackling prose.
Provocative ideas. Meticulously documented traditional journalism. Brilliance. Stupidity. Sloppily documented quasijournalism. Semi-quasi whatever. Everything.”
Noting that blog readers must serve as their own editors,
the anonymous writer concluded: “I am master of my own
blogosphere”
Blogs played a role in the recent mid-term elections, not
only as campaign tools but also as a way to disseminate every
conceivable kind of campaign information, including unverified rumors as well as fact-checked material that mainstream
media seemed unwilling or slow to publish. The now infamous Mark Foley e-mail messages to congressional pages
first came to light in an anonymous blog, although the general public was unaware of the developing sex scandal until
ABC aired its story.
At their 2004 national conventions, both major political
parties issued credentials to bloggers, and on Election Day
political junkies could watch voter results reported via traditional television while at the same time watch their computers for play-by-play style blogger coverage.
A Chicago Tribune reporter recently noted: “[B]logs are

sweeping the nation, growing exponentially, wielding an
influence and power rarely held by such a blurt of a word....
On the other hand, only 8 percent of U.S. Internet users have
one, and a whole bunch more aren’t entirely sure what the
term means.... Yet it’s almost to the point where it isn’t absurd
to call blogs “mainstream.” Even now, the term is starting to
appear in newspapers without the once-standard explainer
that it derives from ‘Web log,’ as ‘sitcom’ long ago shed its
‘situation comedy’ antecedent. That’s mainstream.”
At the Nov. 21 program, among the questions to be considered, as time permits, are as follows:
• Who are bloggers?
• How credible are they?
• Are bloggers “real” journalists?
• Do all bloggers play “gottcha” with mainstream
media?
• Will blogs kill traditional news outlets? Or help save
them?
• Do newspaper- and broadcast-sponsored blogs drive
traffic to the traditional product?
• Do traditional media use blogs for ideas for stories
or sources?
• Do bloggers fear flogs (fake blogs) or splogs (spam
blogs)?
• Are “citizen journalists” a service to their communities?
• What role might blogs play in encouraging civic
participation in a democracy?

Dalglish, RCFP executive director, to speak at Golden Press Card awards dinner

Lucy Dalglish, executive director of
the Reporters Committee for Freedom
of the Press, has agreed to speak at the
annual Golden Press Card awards dinner in the spring. The tentative date is
May 4, pending her availablility on that
date.
Prior to assuming the position of
Executive Director in January 2000,
Dalglish was a media lawyer for almost
five years in the trial department of the

Minneapolis law firm of Dorsey &
Whitney LLP. From 1980-93, Dalglish
was a reporter and editor at the St. Paul
Pioneer Press.
She was awarded the Wells Memorial
Key, the highest honor bestowed by the
Society of Professional Journalists, in
1995 for her work as Chairman of SPJ’s
national Freedom of Information
Committee from 1992-95 and for her
service as a national board member

from 1988-91. She also was named to
the inaugural class of the National
Freedom of Information Act Hall of
Fame in 1996.
Dalglish earned a juris doctor degree
from Vanderbilt University Law School
in 1995; a master of studies in law
degree from Yale Law School in 1988;
and a bachelor of arts in journalism
from the University of North Dakota in
1980.

ETSPJ Officers and Board of Directors

Ed Hooper, president
Jean Ash, vice president for Front Page Follies,
communications coordinator, secretary
Mia Rhodarmer, vice president for Golden Press
Card awards (co-chair)
Dan Foley, treasurer
Dorothy Bowles, immediate past president, Spot
News editor, Golden Press Card awards co-chair
Elenora Edwards, program chair
John Huotari, membership chair
Adina Chumley
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Christine Jessel
Ann Lloyd
Lisa Hood Skinner
Randy Tedford
Georgiana Vines
Letters to the Editor Policy: The board encourages
letters to the editor of Spot News. Like letters policies
at most newspapers, we ask that letters be limited to
200 words or less. Letters will be subject to editing for
space and content. Send e-mail to
etspj.communications@gmail.com

Political reporters provide tips for digging through campaign spin
By Dorothy Bowles, Spot News Editor

Be persistent; dig and dig some more,
Rebecca Ferrar advised reporters
attempting to go beyond the well
orchestrated spin of modern campaigns.
“You can not make a couple of calls and
give up. You have to keep digging until
you get them on the record,” she said.
Ferrar from the News Sentinel, Gene
Patterson of WATE-TV, and Lloyd
Daugherty, The Voice, WVLZ Radio.
answered questions from panel moderator Matt Schafer Powell and the audience in the ETSPJ October program on
covering politics.
Patterson blamed inexperienced
reporters who ask general questions for
contributing to
spin.
“They
don’t do their
homework to
know what has
gone on in the
past in order to
pin down candidates,” he said.
He also attributed part of the
problem to staLloyd Daugherty
tions’
hiring
young reporters who don’t like or
understand politics and who don’t want
to cover political stories.
One way to get around the spin,
Ferrar said, is to avoid stating an accusation as a question. Instead, she suggested that reporters state the accusation
as a fact and then ask for a response.
Responding to a question about how
to determine which attacks are legitimate and which are not worth covering,
Daugherty opined that radicals in the
religious right have managed to polarize
all issues so that no room for compromise remains.
“In past elections we didn’t push
opponents against the wall; we left
opponents with an out and allowed them
to save face. Today this doesn’t seem to
be the case, Daugherty said.
Patterson commented on his surprise
at how many different sides have come
out in the Senate campaign. He said that
he receives so many press releases and

e-mails each day that he can’t respond
to all of them.
Ferrar said
every story has
more than one
side and that
reporters need to
be fair in searching for and
reporting
all
sides. She cited
the example of
the attack on
Senate candiElenora Edwards,
date
Harold
program chair
Ford Jr. for
missing 365 House votes, and noted that
reporters should put that figure in per-

spective by noting that members cast
more than 6,000 votes during Ford’s
tenure in the House.
From the audience recently elected
County Commissioner Mark Harmon
questioned the slight amount of coverage TV stations devote to campaigns,
leaving much of the public to receive all
campaign information through television political commercials. Patterson’s
response was that the television audience as a whole isn’t interested,
because the local broadcast market
includes many counties and people in
one county are not interested in races in
other counties. He did not address the
matter of statewide offices such as the
hotly contested Senate race.
Among sources
other than those
engaged in campaigns, panelists
suggested “ordinary”
people,
political science
professors, thinktanks in D.C., and
blogs, noting the
need to be discriminating when
relying
on
sources. Patterson
said it can be helpful to know campaign
workers
personally.
ABOVE: Gene Patterson and Oak Ridge reporter John
Huotari talk after the panel discussion. BELOW: Matt S.
Powell, panel moderator, and Rebecca Ferrar talk during
the luncheon. (photo by Dorothy Bowles)
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Sonny Albarado selected as director for Region 12
Sonny Albarado, news editor at The
Commercial Appeal in Memphis, is the
new SPJ Region 12 director.
Albarado, 55, joined the paper as
deputy business editor in 1989. He had
been the financial editor of the Morning
Advocate in Baton Rouge, La.
He joined SDX in 1979, when he was
a reporter at the Advocate. In his bio on
the national’s Web site, he wrote that he
joined because he believed in the need
for an organization that defends First
Amendment principles and represents
the common interests of journalists, that
he still belongs for the same reasons.
At The Commercial Appeal,
Albarado was a newsroom leader in
developing investigative and computerassisted reporting during the 1990s.
From 1992 until his appointment as
business editor in December 2002, he
served as the Appeal’s projects editor.
He supervised a team of five reporters
who focused on investigative and
explanatory journalism.
He cites the following as among the

team’s key accomplishments: Stories
that brought about reforms in the property tax appraisal system and exposed
corruption in a state program that paid
private day-care operators to care for
children of mothers on welfare. The
day-care project led to federal prison
sentences for program officials and a
Tennessee Supreme Court ruling that
applied the state’s open records law to
private entities that receive government
funding to carry out governmental functions.

Riechert serves on board
of Mid-Tennessee chapter

Bonnie Riechert, a former board member of the East Tennessee Chapter, has
been elected to a three-year-term of the
board of directors of the Middle
Tennessee Pro Chapter. A former faculty member at the University of
Tennessee, Dr. Riechert now teaches at
Belmont University in Nashville. Her
e-mail address is riechertb@mail.belmont.edu.

1802 Pinoak Court
Knoxville, Tennessee 37923
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Mark your calendar
Nov. 21: Panel discussion with
bloggers, 7 p.m. News Sentinel
Dec. 1: Next issue of Quill will be
mailed
Dec. 6: Holiday party and crazy
gift exchange, 6 p.m. Maplehurst
Inn (directions in story on Page 1
and map below)
March 30-31, 2007: Region 12
Conference in Fayetteville, Ark.
Oct. 4-7, 2007: National
Convention, Washington, D.C.

