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UT, ETSPJ 
working together

ETSPJ, PRSA plan joint meeting:
communications in political arenaThe ETSPJ guy

BY JOHN HUOTARI
ETSPJ president

HUOTARI

Sept. 9 ETSPJ welcome back picnic at UT JEM 
ETSPJ and the Public Re-

lations Society of America 
(PRSA) are getting together 
for a panel discussion on 
“Communications in the Po-
litical Arena.” The meeting 
will be Thursday, Oct. 18, 
at the East Tennessee His-
tory Center, 601 Gay St. at 
Clinch Ave., in downtown 
Knoxville.

Networking will begin at 
11:30 a.m., and lunch and 
the discussion will begin 
at noon.

The meeting is free. PRSA 
asks that all who want to at-
tend contact Jill Williams at 
jill@enernex.com or (865) 
691-5540, x 142. If they 
also want meals, $8 box 
lunches are available, and 
lunch orders must be placed 
at the same time. RSVPs 
and orders need to be placed 
by Monday, Oct. 15.

 The box lunch options 
are as follows: Honeybaked 
Ham sandwich, roasted 
turkey sandwich, chicken salad sandwich 
and veggie delight sandwich. Each box lunch 
comes with a sandwich, chips, cookie and a 
drink.

Here’s the focus of the program. Public rela-
tions professionals and journalists alike have 
ethical codes that they should comply with. 
Does the line become blurry, though, when 
dealing with controversial issues, or are both 
entities focused on the same goal of informing 
the public? How does one maintain a good 
working relationship without trying to take 
advanatage of the other’s position?

Panelists will be Larry Aldridge, executive 
editor of The Daily Times in Maryville, Mike 
Cohen of Ackermann PR in Knoxville and Bill 
Shory, news director of WBIR-TV.

Amanda Greever, ETSPJ program chair-
man, and Beth Huckaby of PRSA arranged 
the program.

MUST RSVP!
To say you’ll be there only, or to 
say you’ll be there AND order 
a lunch, contact Jill Williams at 
jill@enernex.com or (865) 691-
5540, x142, no later than Mon-
day, Oct. 15.

ALDRIDGE

COHEN

SHORY

I want to say happy an-
niversary to the faculty 
and staff at the University 
of Tennessee’s School 
of Journalism and Elec-
tronic Media, or JEM. As 
we reported in the last 
Spot News, the school 
is celebrating its 60th an-
niversary this year.

In honor of the anniversary, the school 
is hosting a variety of industry speakers, 
many of whom are alumni.

I recently met with Peter Gross, the 
school’s director. He and I talked about 
ways the school and the East Tennes-
see SPJ chapter might continue to work 
together putting on events that benefi t 
journalists. We also discussed ways we 
might help promote each other’s events, 
including through e-mail notices and 
hyperlinks between the ETSPJ and JEM 
Web sites. Those are www.discoverET.
org/etspj and www.cci.utk.edu/jem.

Stay tuned—or check our Web sites—for 
more information on possible upcoming 
programs and promotions.

I should point out that ETSPJ and UT 
already have a signifi cant working re-
lationship. For example, ETSPJ helps 
support the annual Alfred and Julia Hill 
Lecture at UT, provides $3,000 per year in 
UT student scholarships, assists students 
traveling to SPJ conventions and contrib-
utes to the establishment of a $50,000 UT 
scholarship endowment fund.

SEE THE ETSPJ GUY, PAGE 2

ETSPJ is asking members to lend a hand 
with general responsibilities for producing 
thte annual Front Page Follies and Auction.

In the past, a member of the board of direc-
tors has overseen all aspects of preparation 
and production, and it is really too large a job 
for one person.

Jean Ash, longtime ETSPJ board member, 
who has held the chairmanship several times, 
has suggested division of responsibilities into 
six areas, which will be listed below. She will 
serve as Follies coordinator.

The board asks every member of ETSPJ to 
volunteer to help in at least one of the areas. 
To do so, a member can contact Jean Ash at 
jeanash@comcast.net.

The areas are as follows: overall chairman, 
auction, publicity, ticket sales/promotion, 
and props.

Jean has devised a list of responsibilities for 
all areas, so volunteers will have guidance as 
they undertake the work.

ETSPJ needs
members’ help

with Follies

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Oct. 4-7 - National SPJ Conference, Washing-
ton, D.C.
Oct. 14 - 5:30 p.m., ETSPJ board meeting, Man-
darin House West, Knoxville
Oct. 18 - 11:30 a.m., Networking. 12:00 noon, 
Joint meeting with the Public Relations Society 
of America, East Tennessee History Center, 601 
Gay St. at Clinch Ave., Knoxville.
TBA - Region 12 spring conference, New Or-
leans, La.

PHOTOS BY ELENORA E. EDWARDS, 
SPOT NEWS EDITOR

(Clockwise from top left) •Dorothy 
Bowles, Georgiana Vines and Jean 
Ash, along with members and UT 
students, at the picnic table. •Presi-
dent John Huotari, with national 
SPJ President Christine Tatum, at 
a Webcast at which she answered 
questions. •Alice and Mike Wirth, 
with Susan Lauver. •The Lauver 
family, Lisa Hood Skinner and Kelly 
Newell as the picnic gets under 
way. •Anne Whitworth, student 
chapter president, standing, asks 
students to sign a register.
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Mia Rhodarmer, second vice president/Golden        
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Elenora E. Edwards, secretary 
   and Spot News editor
Dorothy Bowles, treasurer

John Becker, membership chairman
Amanda Greever, program chairman
Ed Hooper, immediate past president and 
   program assistant
Kara Covington
Amanda Greever
Christine Jessel
J.J. Stambaugh
Georgiana Vines, program assistant
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New board member bio

ETSPJ publishes Spot News in 
paper  and  PDF  ver s ions .  To 
subscribe, one should contact Jean 
Ash, communications coordinator, 
a t  jeanash@comcast .net .  The 
PDF version is available at www.
discoverET.org/etspj, the chapter 
Web site.
Letters to the Editor Policy: The board 
encourages letters to the editor of 
Spot News. Like letters policies at 
most newspapers, we ask that letters 
be limited to 200 words or less. They 
will be subject to editing for space 
and content. Send e-mail to ETSP.
communications@gmail.com.

Spot News
2007-08 editor

Elenora E. Edwards
eleedwards@aol.com

(865) 457-5459

The ETSPJ chapter would like to thank 
the following folks who have recently 
joined or renewed: 

•Bill Shory, WBIR-TV news director
•Robin Wilhoit, anchor and reporter, 

WBIR-TV.
John Becker, WBIR-TV anchor, is mem-

bership chairman. If interested in joining 
or rejoining ETSPJ, one should contact 
him at jbecker@wbir.com.

Welcome, members

GREEVER

Amanda Greever has 
been a copy editor at The 
Daily Times, Maryville, 
since August 2004. “I’m 
responsible for the editing 
of copy and the production 
of pages through pagina-
tion,” she explained. 

While at the Times she’s also written 
articles and has been promoted to writing a 
weekly column. She is a native of Mountain 
City, a 2000 graduate of Johnson County 
High School and a 2004 graduate of East 
Tennessee State University with a bachelor 
of arts degree in communications with a 
concentration in journalism and a minor 
in political science. 

While there she was a member of ETSU’s 
chapter of the Society of Professional 
Journalists. Senior year, she served as 
executive editor of the East Tennessee, 
the university’s newspaper. 

Greever has been a member of the ETSPJ 
chapter since July, at which time she was 
elected to the board. Recently, she was 
named program chairman. She serves as 
secretary of the advisory board for the 
Boys & Girls Club of Blount County.

The August issue of Spot News contained 
some errors, the fault of the editor herself. 
She apologizes and hopes the following 
items will correct those errors.

•Adina Chumley is not with Ackermann 
PR; rather, she owns Chumley Commu-
nications, Maryville. Lisa Hood Skinner 
is with Ackermann Public Relations, 
Knoxville.

•The article about the 60th aniversary of 
the UT School of Journalism and Electronic 
Media was written by April M. Moore, 
information specialist at UTJEM.

•Clint Brewer during 2006-07 has served 
as president-elect of national SPJ and was 
due to be elected president a the national 
convention Oct. 4-7. Christine Tatum of 
The Denver Post served as 2006-07 na-
tional SPJ president.

Spot News corrects 
errors from August

ETSPJ also hosts an annual Welcome 
Back picnic for UT students and faculty 
members, and we try to hold some of our 
meetings on or near campus in order to 
encourage students to attend.

Meanwhile, UT faculty members advise 
the college’s student SPJ chapter, serve 
on our board and belong to our chapter. 
They help organize and promote our 
events and help in other ways as needed. 
I thank them for their support.

I have gotten to spend a lot of time with 
several of these faculty members and have 
seen their passion for journalism, both as a 
profession and as an academic discipline. 
Their dedication inspires me.

In the past year, I have also gotten to 
know Peter Gross and Mike Wirth, dean 
of the College of Communication and 
Information. They have attended some 
of our events, and I want to thank them 
for doing so.

With our relationship as strong as it is, 
I am optimistic that ETSPJ and UT can 
continue working together for many years 
to come.

John Huotari can be contacted by phone 
at (865) 220-5533 or by e-mail at john.
huotari@oakridger.com.

The ETSPJ Guy
FROM PAGE ONE

There was no September issue ofSpot News, 
by agreement of the ETSPJ board of directors. 
Readers can expect November and December 
issues. If any member wants to contribute an 
item or give us a tip on something we should 
cover, please contact me at eleedwards@aol.
com or (865) 457-5459.

AMANDA GREEVER

60th anniversary project 
supports future journalists
In celebration of the UTK School of 

Journalism and Electronic Media’s 60th 
anniversary, the school is launching a 
project designed to enhance its influence 
on UT’s developing journalists.The JEM 
Anniversary Fund is “an enrichment 
fund that will help support scholarships, 
equipment needs and special programming 
initiatives,” according to Dr. Peter Gross, 
professor and director of the school. 

“I invite you to participate in a very 
special 60th anniversary project which can 
make a considerable impact on the school’s 
ability to enhance the academic experience 
of today’s journalism students.” Participa-
tion will be recognized on the College of 
Communication and Information’s Web 
site, in upcoming publications and during 
60th anniversary events.

To contribute to the fund, go to www.
cci.utk.edu/node/4431 and download and 
print the a donation form.

(UTK JEM)

Three members receive professional awards
Three members of ETSPJ 

recently have received 
awards in connection with 
their work:  Dorothy Bowles, 
Elenora E. Edwards and 
Bonnie Hufford.

Bowles, journalism pro-
fessor in the UT JEM, re-
ceived special recognition at a celebration 
dinner in June at the National Press Club 
in Washington, D.C. The recognition came 
for her fund-raising work and personal 
financial contribution to help the Student 
Press Law Center (SPLC) establish a $3.75 
million endowment.

“I believe the work of the SPLC is 
extremely important in instilling First 
Amendment values in future generations 
of American citizens and especially those 
who will become journalists,” Bowles 
said.

“The organization has made great strides 
over the years since the early ’80s when a 
handful of us—mostly university teachers 
and publications directors—met during 
the Christmas holidays one year to reor-
ganize and ‘rescue’ the fledgling center,” 
Bowles recalled. “Since then, the Center 
has come to the rescue of hundreds of 
university and high school student publi-
cations that have needed legal assistance, 
often because their school administrators 
had no understanding or appreciation of 
First Amendment guarantees.

“In addition to providing aid in legal 
battles, the organization works through 
its publications, Web site and speaking 
engagements to educate youths and adults 
about the importance of freedom of ex-
pression,” Bowles said.

For most of its history the SPLC has 
lived hand-to-mouth, barely existing on 
magazine subscriptions, membership 
fees and contributions to support a small, 
overworked staff and depending heavily 
on its volunteer board of directors, Bowles 
pointed out.

“With this endowment fund now in place, 
the future of the organization should be 
secure indefinitely and can continue to do 
its valuable work,” Bowles said.

Bowles served on the SPLC board of 
directors for 18 years and is now a member 
of its advisory board. She serves on the 
board of Tennessee Coalition for Open 
Government. She is ETSPJ treasurer. 

Edwards, managing editor of The 
Tennessee Press, Tennessee Press 
Association’s monthly newspaper, was 

presented the 2006-07 TPA 
President’s Award. She 
has edited the Press for 16 
years and earlier was with 
the Clinton Courier-News 
24 years, 10 of them as 
news editor.

She was presented the 
award at the TPA Awards Luncheon July 
20 in Nashville.

Edwards was selected by 2006-07 TPA 
President Henry A. Stokes of The Com-
mercial Appeal, Memphis.

Stokes said that while Edwards works 
largely outside the limelight, she has the 
same “pressures for deadlines, accuracy 
and compelling copy as great as any of us 
face. It is a one-person show who shows us 
what can be done edition after edition.”

Stokes added that Edwards is “never too 
busy to answer a request, be it a single fact, 
a previous article or a bit of opinion drawn 
from experiences and expertise.”

He said she “makes it possibile for (TPA) 
members and associates around this large 
state to understand TPA activities, the 
people who lead and help us, and the is-
sues we deal with.”

Edwards is from a newspaper family. 
She has been a member of ETSPJ for 36 
years and is ETSPJ secretary and Spot 
News editor.

Hufford, an instructor of 
journalism at UTK, was 
honored at the Tennessee 
High School Press Associa-
tion Conference in Nash-
ville for 21 years of service 
as THSPA director and her 
devotion to scholastic journalism.

The THSPA Teacher of the Year Award, 
given annually to a high school instructor, 
now will be referred to as the Bonnie Huf-
ford THSPA Teacher of the Year Award. 
“Last spring, (Bonnie) asked me if I would 
take over (THSPA leadership)...I thought 
it would be nice to recognize her in some 
way, so I came up with the idea of nam-
ing our teacher of the year award after 
her,” said H.L. Hall, executive director 
of THSPA.

Jim Miller, a UT doctoral student, ac-
cepted the award on Hufford’s behalf. 
“Bonnie has been the driving force be-
hind the Tennessee High School Press 
Association for many years. She is truly 
an advocate for scholastic journalism in 
the state, and the award presented to her 
is much deserved,” Miller said.

BOWLES

HUFFORD

EDWARDS

Hufford said, “I was really excited. I knew 
they were doing something to honor me, 
but I had no idea it was this.”

Hufford teaches editing, writing, graphics 
and international communications.

“I have never known anyone as enthu-
siastic and as full of life as Bonnie,” Hall 
said. “She is just a delightful individual, 
and she has obviously meant a lot to 
scholastic journalism in Tennessee. She’s 
deserving of having more than just an 
award named after her. I thought that was 
the least I could do.”

Hufford is a member of ETSPJ and ad-
vises the student chapter at UT JEM.

Editor’s note
John Huotari began his term as ETSPJ presi-

dent on Aug. 1. His term runs through July 31, 
2008. Huotari is a city hall reporter at The 
Oak Ridger. He can be reached at (865) 220-
5533 or by e-mail at john.huotari@oakridger.
com.

“Liberty of the press consists in the right 
to publish, with impunity, truth, with good 
motives and jusifiable ends, whether it 
respects government, magistracy or indi-
viduals.”                               James Kent 

Former New York State justice, 1804

What it is

It’s nil
“A library is dead if not used.”            
 Jacqueline Kennedy,former First Lady


